
50/50 Jackpot 


April meeting 

When: 7 p.m., April 20,2011 

Where: Oakstone Academy 

900 Club Dr., Westerville 
Speaker: Tony Cass 

Topic: Walking Liberty Halves 

Meeting location reminder 

If you’ve missed the last couple meetings, we've 
moved to a new building at the school. As you enter 
the school’s driveway, the new building is the first 
building on the left at the north end of the parking lot. 

March presentation 

A chance purchase of a $10-$ 15 Larkin Soap Co. 
medal at Dan Rich's table, took Richard Bemsten on 
a trip from 19th century market¬ 
ing to Scientology. 

The soap company moved soap, 
glassware and furniture through 
buying clubs in the early years 
of the 20th Century. At its peak 
it commisioned architect Frank 
Lloyd Wright to design its Buffalo, NY, headquarters. 
The company is known only to collectors today, ft 
died in the 1940s. Like many companies, Bernsten 
said, the company faded away the moment its leader 
was gone. 

One of the founders, Elbert Hubbard, was uncle to 
L.Ron Hubbard, founder of Scientology. 

April presentation 

Collecting Walking Liberty Half Dollars can be fun 
and a challagc. We will take a quick look at the design 
and designer of the coin? What were the political con¬ 
ditions at the time of the design? The collector must 
decide a lot of issues when attempting to complete the 
set. How much can 1 afford to spend? What grades arc 
available at what price? What is the rarity of certain 
dates and mint marks? What do I need to consider 
when grading any given date and mint mark? -Tony 
Cass. 


Jeff Reagan wasn’t present to collect the $ 123 jack¬ 
pot, so it rolls over. 

Raffle 

Kevin Gibbs won a PCGS MS63 1882-S Morgan 
Dollar in an OLD holder (pale green label). Next 
up an ANACS AU50 1864 LM 2 cent piece. 

Quiz 

Roger Serrott answered seven questions correctly 
to win Jeff Cranston quiz. Jeff said it “wasn’t as 
nasty as others,” but 1 got hardly any right. 

Show and Tell 

John Roberts and Brian Raines displayed discov¬ 
ery coins for new 1924 VAMs. Pete Miller passed 
around a 1954 Devil’s Head Canadian $2 bill. 

Membership 

One new member was voted in at the March 
meeting. Marlene says we have 150 paid members. 

Auction 

Lots: Send May lots to Steve Barnett - sbamet5(aj 
columbus.rr.com - by May 9. 

Dan’s show 

When: April 17, May 15, June 19 
Where: Makoy Center, 5462 Center, Hilliard 

Lancaster auction 

David Flood and Dixie Mollenkopf’s coin auction 
will be April 25, the last Monday of the month, at 
5:30 p.m. at the Lancaster Masonic Lodge, 224 S 
High St. 

Dues 

Members who have not paid their dues by the 
end of the month will be taken off the member¬ 
ship list. This means no more newsletters by mail 
or email until paid. Regular membership dues are 
$15.00; family membership is $21.00. Make check 
out to C.O.N.A. and mail to CONA, PO Box 1561. 
Dublin, OH 43017. - Marlene Caldwell , member¬ 
ship chairperson. 






C.O.N.A. Historians Diary 

by E. Conrad Hilbert 

There has been a good, growing list of members 
who have contributed various bits of memorabilia 
to the archives of the Association. 

I wish to sincerely thank the following members 
for their very good help in establishing the begin¬ 
nings of an historical record and mini museum for 
the Association. 

Steve Barnett, Jim Bragg*, Evan & Nancy 
Brill*, Chet Britt, Charles & Marlene Caldwell*, 

Dan Carroll*, Tony Cass*, Jeff Cranston, Don 
Devore* Geoffrey Grucndl, Dave Heinrich, John 
King*, Mark Kleinlein, Keith Klingler, Hugh 
Mann*, Pete Miller*, Steve Petty*, Dan Rich, 

Loren, Rittenhouse, John Roberts, Roger Serrott*. 
Jack Smith, Gerald Tebben*, and Wendell Wolka. 

I encourage anyone that might have items for the 
record to come forward. 

NOTES: * indicates that this member contrib¬ 
uted memorabilia, records, and or photos, etc., 
to the archives. 

I apologize if I missed anyone and would appre- 
ciate if you would let me know. 

Book donations 

CON A is once again participating in the Central 
States book-donation program. We’re buying 14 cop¬ 
ies of member Wendell Wolka’s massive “A History of 
Nineteenth Century Obsolete Bank Notes and Scrip” 
and donating them to local libraries and historical 
societies. 

Wendell is selling us the books at the discounted 
price of $40 each. We are paying $560 for the books. 
Central States is reimbursing $460 of the cost. 

This 1,041 -page book is probably the best and most 
comprehensive volume on Ohio banking and paper 
money. 

1 could find it at only one local library - the main 
Columbus library. It is missing even from the Ohio 
Historical Society library. 

The Central States - CONA donation will change 
that, making the book more widely available in Cen¬ 
tral Ohio. 


Fort Wayne Central States seminar 



Charles, Vern, Steve and I 
attended the Central States 
Numismatic Society seminar 
on Lincoln in Fort Wayne on 
April 2. Speakers included 
CONA member Wendell 
Wolka, authors Fred Reed 
and Charles Daughtrey and 
Lincoln librarian Cindy Van- 
Horn. 

The seminar was co-hosted 
by the Old Fort Coin Club. Central States Education 
Director Ray Lockwood said the Old Fort club select¬ 
ed the topic and he rounded up the speakers. 

Charles and Ray talked about CONA co-hosting a 
seminar in 2012. Ray would like to do it. 

Central States seminars arc a great bargain - nation¬ 
ally known speakers, breakfast and lunch - all for $10 
for CSNS members and $20 for nonmembers, with 
$10 of the $20 going toward membership. 

Some fun facts from the seminar 

1. Enough Lincoln cents were minted between 1909 
and 2008 to fill the Notre Dame stadium “like a cereal 
bowl.” - Daughtrey 

2. The Lincoln family photo album had a picture of 
John Wilkes Booth in it. - Vanliom 

3. An engraving of Lincon appeared on 1861 S10 
demand notes. “This is the image that Lincoln actu¬ 
ally saw.” - Reed. 

4. Before the Civil War, merchants divided private 
bank notes into three categories. “I know these are 
good. These are probably good. We need to pay these 
out in change by the end of the day.” - Wolka 












